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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 239386 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG, PLOS, TS, LY 

SUBJECT: RESULTS OF READING AND BATES DRILLING IN DISPUTED 
TUNISIAN-LIB YAN CONTINENTAL SHELF 

REF: TUNIS 7089 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN INFORMED BY RELIABLE SOURCE CLOSE TO 
READING AND BATES THAT RESULTS OF "J.W. BATES" DRILLING 

IN DISPUTED TUNISIAN-LIB YAN CONTINENTAL SHELF REVEALED 
NO "OIL IN THE PITS", E.G. NO SIGN OF OIL IN THE TANKS 
THROUGH WHICH DRILLING MUD IS RECIRCULATED. THERE WAS NO 
TESTING CONDUCTED, HOWEVER, AFTER THE INITIAL DRILLING. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 239386 

ACCORDING TO SOURCE, READING AND BATES OPINES THIS IS A 
DRY HOLE BUT ONE WHICH DOES NOT NECESSARILY INDICATE NO 
OIL IN THE DISPUTED ZONE. SOURCE ALSO NOTED EVEN A "DRY 
WELL" CAN YIELD VALUABLE GEOLOGICAL INFO. 

2. REPORTEDLY, READING AND BATES PERCEIVE MOVEMENT IN THE 
PROCESS OF BRINGING TUNISIA-LIB YA DISPUTE BEFORE ICJ. 
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3. COMMENT: IT IS SURPRISING THAT NO TESTING WAS CONDUCTED 
ON THIS WELL, SINCE THIS WOULD BE NORMAL PROCEDURE. 

POSITIVE RESULTS OF TESTING MIGHT BE DIFFICULT TO CONCEAL, 
HOWEVER, AND DECISION MAY HAVE BEEN MADE TO DRILL ANOTHER 

WELL INTO SAME POTENTIAL RESERVOIR FROM A DRILL SITE IN 
AN UNDISPUTED LOCATION. AMBIGUITIES IN REPORTS MAY LEND 
CREDENCE TO GOT VIEWS THAT RESULTS OF LIBYAN D-2 DRILLING 
WERE ENCOURAGING, ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NO HARD EVIDENCE IN 
SUPPORT OF THIS CONCLUSION. CHRISTOPHER 
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